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for this frankness.   It is the veiy least that you must have been
preparing to expect.

Goschen's reply was equally frank.

DEAR MR. COBDEN,

I think I am right in supposing that your letter to me was
dictated on the whole by a friendly spirit. Your advice about the
danger of isolation and certain temptations which you describe as
besetting new members seems to me to afford the key to your whole
letter, which I therefore consider to be one addressed by an old and
experienced member of Parliament to an inexperienced novice.
You must not think, however, that any words which I used in my
speech on the Address were used hastily or inconsiderately to secure
that "eager hearing" which you say is so seductive. I felt myself
in a dilemma into which many Liberals have been put. They
must either leave untouched many most important topics in which
they are deeply interested, or if they touch them (without some such
protest as I made) be considered to share those views which Mr.
Bright has so often and so strongly expressed as to the motives and
intentions of the governing classes, views which I must honestly
confess appear to me most dangerous.

You say that it is not the first time that I have dissociated myself
from yourself and your friends. The fact is that there is a very
great difference between us on two points f on the foreign policy
of the country, and on the language to be held with regard to the
relations between different classes in this country. You argue, or
seem to argue, that my "professions" as you call them on the hustings
established practical identity between my political creed and that
of the party to which you belong. "I embraced," you say, "the
principal tenets of radicalism," and you seem to indicate that the
line I am taking is inconsistent with my professions. I hope that
I am mistaken in this, but several expressions in your letter point
to that conclusion. I stick both in the letter and in the spirit to every
word I uttered at my election. In home politics we should generally,
I believe, as you suggest, vote in the same lobby. But it seems to
me that while we agree as to the end, we should differ exceedingly
as to the means. Mr. Bright believes, if I am not mistaken, in a
degree of selfishness on the part of the governing classes which in
my humble opinion is a Hbel on them, and I feel so strongly on
tMs point that even when we may both have the same object in
view, I cannot work towards that end without declining my share
in what I think, a libel. It is the similarity of our views on so many